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                                       True adventures plus tips and strategies of the poverty jetset make Rough Living: Tips and Tales of a Vagabond a must read in the tradition of Kerouac and Hunter S. Thompson. Seattle to Asia and back on a bum's budget.  
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    Wish it was longer.
  

Reviewed in the United States on August 15, 2006








  
  
    I agree with George Jacobson, the previous commenter, in that the book could have been longer.  It was a fairly enjoyable read, not necessarily insightful, but rather a glimpse into the life of living under the grid.  The apparent hierarchy among various homeless types was somewhat of a revelation, as were the various make-it-yourself appliances.  I kind of do wish that there were more details, more stories, anecdotes, more advice in general inside this book.  It seemed as if nearly half the book was devoted to recipes - as interesting as they may be (and personally, it was not), it does not necessarily advise a new inductee into vagabond living.  Rather, it is more reminiscent of a blogger who is interested in having his views and tastes read by others.

This may be asking too much of the author, especially the book being post-published, but more informative descriptions  depicting the cost assessment of purchasing with money v. substitution v.r bartering would have been personally intriguing.  I think that recounting more personal experiences would inform the readers of many things: helpful hints for living under the grid, making do with what you have, and of course, the entertainment value afforded to the reader.
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    Rough Living was cool. I dug it.
  

Reviewed in the United States on July 11, 2003








  
  
    I thought this book kicked...I didn't give it five stars because I felt like the author shoulc have made the book longer. What I liked about it was the honest way the guy talks about things. His tips seemed pretty good for living on the road or the streets but I've never really been in that situation. If I am now, I  will probably do better than I would have before. What I really dug was the stories in part two. This guy goes from having a job to being homeless and broke and then somehow ends up in China and all these Asian countries where he makes friends and has incredible adventures. Then somehow he runs out of money again and ends up in Hawaii...
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  2 people found this helpful

    
          
              Helpful

          

      
        Report
  



[image: ][image: ]


Ileigha Reyes Mason

5.0 out of 5 stars







  
  
    Life "off the grid"
  

Reviewed in the United States on December 7, 2003








  
  
    Rough Living is well and honestly written. It tells how to survive outside the mainstream on little or no money. It's also a darn good story of one man's adventure. Mr. Damitio tells us honestly that he did some things that he would not do again, nor does he condone nor suggest anyone else use some of his methods; he simply tells us the tale "in the raw". I found the book useful, besides being a great adventure tale. Thanks Chris, for everything. I highly recommend this book to anyone who wants out of the "rat race", it gives you an honest look at what it's really like. Great book!
Ileigha
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Alexander Ward
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    Fantastic
  

Reviewed in the United States on December 6, 2003








  
  
    Great stories of Asia. I plan on visiting Genghis Kane's Cafe in China. Also The Polynesian Beach Club in Waikiki.Makes me wish I still had my old 67 bus.
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